
The Adventures of Hard-
ware Doc and His Faithful 
Assistant, Bolt Boy

by Thomas Doppke

HARDWARE DOC

The fastener answer 
man

BOLT BOY
Faithful assistant to Hardware Doc

This cartoon column is the first and innovative cooperation between Fastener World 
Magazine and Thomas Doppke. It will run as cases are presented to Hardware Doc. 
Send your problems to this magazine and Doc, and his companion Bolt Boy will help 
in the fight against the foes: Torque Thug, Corrosion Ghost, The Fatigue Fiend and the other gremlins against 
fastener correctness.  E-mail your questions for Hardware Doc to design@fastener-world.com.tw

Bolt Boy learns about 
gasketed joints the hard way

Fastener Comics

I’m having a problem 
with a gasket joint.

I MADE A 
FOAM ONE 
TO FIT IT.

What kind of a 
gasket is that?
 Who did this?

When you get 
this cleaned up. 
I want to see you 

upstairs. I am 
not happy.

Since you are such a 
genius with gaskets 
and water I have 
another job for you.

And keep it clean!

I need a raise

Read this 
and learn

Rules for Gaskets
1. Don’t use foams.
2.	Tighten enough to 

seal against max 
internal pressure.

3.	Gaskets relax, re-
tighten often.

4.	Seal is affected by 
temperature.

5. Always ask Doc

Bolt Boy! What 
is going on down 

there?

See Fastener World for 
article on Gasket Joints
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