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Ningbo Fastener Industry Association's Vietnam Visit Sparks Chinese-Vietnamese 
Industry Collaboration
寧波緊固件協會越南行 產業交流開啟中越合作新篇

Ningbo Fastener Industry Association traveled to Vietnam in December 
2025, joining forces with the Vietnam Zhejiang Chamber of Commerce and key 
enterprises for a themed seminar. This international exchange not only built a 
fast-track bridge for Ningbo companies' overseas expansion but also injected 
fresh momentum into Chinese-Vietnamese industry cooperation.

The association chairman highlighted at the event that Ningbo's fasteners 
excel through comprehensive supply chains and relentless innovation. He eagerly 
anticipates deeper partnerships with Vietnamese counterparts to seize shared 
opportunities, contributing Ningbo's solid support to industrialization across 
Vietnam and Southeast Asia. An association representative added that the regions 
boast strong industrial complementarity and cultural ties, with Ningbo's growth fueled by the global network of local entrepreneurs.

Looking ahead, Ningbo plans to deploy an "Industry Brain + Future Factory" model to construct a digital economy framework. Led by 
flagship firms, it will advance smart manufacturing, establishing a global smart manufacturing hub and industrial internet hub. 
These strides will provide enduring power for bilateral collaboration, accelerating supply chain optimization and upgrades.

Association

Ng Hung Kiu Elected as New Chairman of Hong Kong Screw Industry Association
香港螺絲業協會新理事長吳鴻僑當選

Hong Kong Screw Industry Association's 2025-2027 member general meeting and 12th Board 
of Directors election took place in Hong Kong on December 12, 2025. Industry elites gathered, 
including lifetime honorary presidents, directors, and member representatives, to select new leaders 
and chart the future blueprint.

Outgoing 11th Chairman Mr. Tsui Ping Fai delivered opening remarks and a work report, 
thanking attendees and highlighting achievements: organizing industry events, fostering member 
exchanges, expanding business opportunities, and strengthening ties with China and international 
peers—particularly securing the Trade and Industry Department's TSF project and government 
funding.

Following the association's bylaws, the 12th Board was elected, with Hip Hing Screw 
Industrial's President Mr. Ng Hung Kiu voted in as the new chairman. In his address, he 
expressed gratitude to the previous board, was honored by the role, and outlined priorities: enhancing 
member services, advancing industry innovation and standards, nurturing young talent, boosting 
domestic and international exchanges, and exploring global markets. The meeting concluded with a 
group photo, showcasing industry unity and signaling a new chapter in serving members and leading 
development.
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Market Watch: Tariff

Industry Development

Record China 2025 Trade Surplus Defies US Tariffs
中國2025出口貿易順差破紀錄抗美關稅

National Bureau of Statistics of China announced that the Chinese economy grew 5% in 2025, 
hitting its target, fueled by a historic USD 1.19 trillion trade surplus. Despite Q4 slowing to 4.5%, 
exports defy Trump tariffs, a slumping property market, as well as weak consumer spending.

However, analysts call it a "dual-speed economy": robust manufacturing and exports contrast 
with lagging domestic demand and real estate. Capital Economics suggests the data overstate growth by 1.5 points. Compounding woes, 
births hit a record low of 7.9 million, with the population dropping 3.4 million to 1.4 billion.

Natixis (France trade bank) warns low-price exports aren't sustainable. Last December saw home prices fall 2.7%, investment drop 
17.2%, and retail rise just 0.9%. The head of National Bureau of Statistics of China acknowledges supply-demand imbalance but expects 
stability. Beijing plans proactive policies to boost confidence, curb debt, and reduce export reliance.

Ningbo Zhoushan Port Launches 
First ASEAN On-Time Cost-Saving 
Container Shipping Route, Boosting 
Fastener Exports to Vietnam
寧波舟山港首開東協準點降本航線 助緊固件
企業直擊越南市場

The "on-time cost-saving" route from Ningbo Zhoushan 
Port to Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh Port officially launched its 
maiden voyage on December 12, 2025. As the f irst such 
service targeting ASEAN, it enhances schedule reliability 
and cuts overall costs, creating a stable, efficient maritime 
corridor that injects new momentum into fastener exports 
from Zhejiang and across China.

The route directly links China's southeastern hub, 
Ningbo-Zhoushan Port, with Vietnam's bustling economic 
and logistics center in Ho Chi Minh City, bypassing 
transshipment delays for faster, more dependable delivery. 
Zhejiang, China's top province for fastener exports, benefits 
immensely—Ningbo Zhoushan serves as the key gateway 
for the Yangtze River Delta's foreign trade. This tailor-made 
"maritime express" streamlines cargo consolidation and 
shipping for local firms, solidifying regional logistics edges.

Customs data show Zhejiang's steel fastener exports to 
Vietnam reached USD 80.73 million in the first 10 months 
of 2025, accounting for 15% of China's total, with August 
peaking at USD 9.76 million. China's exports to Vietnam 
surged 22% from 2023-2024 to USD 518 million. The route 
aligns with rising demand from Vietnam's electronics, 
machinery, automotive, and infrastructure sectors, 
underpinning deeper trade ties.

This initiative from Ningbo Zhoushan Port builds a high-
efficiency logistics network, empowering fastener companies 
to tap ASEAN opportunities.

Chongqing City Claims the 2025 China 
Auto Production Crown with 2.5M 
Vehicles
2025中國汽車產量 重慶近250萬輛拔頭籌 

In the first 11 months of 2025, Chongqing topped China's auto 
output at 2.4981 million units, seizing the "auto capital" title. 
Amid the new energy surge and revised statistics, this powerhouse 
blended manufacturing with smart tech for a comeback, while 
Hefei City nipped at its heels with over 1.2 million NEVs in fierce 
contention.

The National Bureau of Statistics' new calculation guideline 
reshuffled rankings: Shenzhen's near-3-million vehcles dominated 
2024, but 2025 saw BYD's plants in Changsha and Xi'an divert output, 
sidelining Guangzhou and Anhui. Zhengzhou eyes million-truck 
milestones; Qingdao, Changsha, Wuhan, Xi'an, Liuzhou, and Wuhu 
deepen roots in EVs and exports. This signals China's auto sector 
evolving from single-city scale to a nationwide, layered ecosystem of 
complementary strengths.

China's Auto Parts Exports Reach 
USD86.59 Billion from Jan-Nov 2025
中國2025年1至11月汽車零件出口額865.9億美元 

China Association of Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM) reports, 
based on customs data, that China's auto parts exports hit USD 7.88 
billion in November 2025, up 14.3% from the previous quarter and 1.5% 
year-over-year. For January-November, cumulative exports reached 
USD 86.59 billion, a 2.7% increase from 2024.

On imports, November auto parts inflows totaled USD 1.89 billion, 
rising 12.6% quarter-on-quarter but down 20.2% annually. The 
January-November total stood at USD 19.49 billion, reflecting a 22.2% 
year-on-year decline.
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Malaysia's Fastener Trade Deficit Widens, with China as Top Import Source
馬來緊固件進口逆差擴張 中國成主力

From January to September 2025, Malaysia's fastener trade showed persistent losses, with imports nearing USD 490 million 
against USD 260 million in exports—the former 1.9 times the latter, resulting in a clear deficit. Third-quarter imports surged while 
exports held steady, underscoring local capacity struggles to meet booming manufacturing needs.

Exports remained resilient, averaging USD 26-35 million monthly, peaking at USD 31.57 million in 
August, affirming international competitiveness. Imports accelerated sharply, hitting a nine-month high 
of USD 59.08 million in September (about 59.08 million kg); Q2 hovered around USD 55 million, on an 
upward trend.

The widening gap stems from manufacturing recovery and infrastructure projects boosting demand for 
high-strength fasteners, Malaysia's Southeast Asian hub status fueling re-export trade, and global supply 
chain shifts driving industrial imports. China leads as the primary source, bolstering Malaysian local 
chains. This signals a Southeast Asian manufacturing boom, urging Malaysia to accelerate localization and 
narrow the shortfall.

Companies Development

China's First Advanced High-End Fastener AI Smart Factory Breaks Ground
中國首座高階緊固件AI智慧工廠破土

Shenzhen Zhengyuan New Energy Technology's high-end fastener 
AI super smart factory has officially broken ground in Putuo Economic 
Development Zone. This marks China's first advanced high-end fastener 
AI smart factory, signaling a new era of intelligent transformation in the 
fastener industry. 

The project boasts a total investment of 500 million RMB, covers 100,000 
square meters, and has a 30-month construction period, with completion 
slated for May 2028. Centered on "all-element intelligence, full-chain 
collaboration, and full-process green production," it adheres strictly to 
national green factory standards. Innovations include integrated photovoltaic 
roofing, smart microgrids, and waste heat recovery systems, creating a closed-
loop "materials-production-waste" ecosystem and an industrial community 
integrating high-end R&D, precision manufacturing, and smart services.

Compared to traditional factories, this AI facility achieves breakthroughs in three dimensions: a "5G + industrial internet + AI" 
architecture with stereoscopic warehouses, AGV smart handling, and flexible production lines, enabled by full 5G network coverage for 
millisecond-level data transmission; visual inspection systems with 99.99% accuracy for zero-defect output; and a digital twin platform 
mirroring production lines, using machine learning to optimize forging, heat treatment, and precision processing, boosting material 
utilization to over 95%.

Putuo Economic Development Zone officials stated that upon completion, it will establish a national-level testing lab and industrial 
internet platform, offering process optimization and quality traceability services to drive upstream-downstream chain upgrades. The 
factory targets aerospace, new energy, and high-end equipment sectors, developing over 60 high-end products like ultra-corrosion-
resistant bolts, lightweight titanium alloy bolts, and ultra-low-temperature high-strength fasteners. At full capacity, it will produce 1.5 
billion premium fasteners annually, equipping major projects like large aircraft, next-gen wind turbines, and advanced nuclear power with 
Chinese-made screws.

Yangjiang Shitelao Fastener System Established with Focus on Fastener 
Manufacturing and Technical Services
史特勞進軍中國陽江設分公司 聚焦緊固件製造與技術服務

On November 8, 2025, Shitelao Group established a subsidiary in Yangjiang City in China 
with a registered capital of 5 million RMB. This new subsidiary specializes in fastener 
manufacturing and related technical services, aiming to strengthen the industrial supply 
chain in Yangjiang region.

The company's business scope is extensive, covering technology services, development, 
consulting, exchange, transfer, and promotion. Core operations include fastener manufacturing, 
general parts manufacturing, sealing parts manufacturing, and mechanical parts processing and spring manufacturing. It also extends to 
railway locomotive vehicle accessories, automotive parts and accessories, marine transport equipment parts, high-speed rail equipment, 
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China Components Test Partners with Zhejiang Xizi Aviation Manufacture on 
Strategic Pact
國檢檢測聯手西子航空 簽署戰略合作協議 

China Components Test and Zhejiang Xizi Aviation Manufacture signed a strategic 
cooperation agreement. This partnership deepens synergy between testing and 
manufacturing in the aerospace supply chain, injecting fresh momentum into 
Zhejiang's high-end manufacturing.

The deal targets critical areas like aerospace parts quality control, material testing, 
and process validation. Both sides will merge detection expertise with precision 
manufacturing strengths to build an advanced quality assurance system. As a state-
owned third-party tester and national "little giant" in specialized innovation, China 
Components Test brings authoritative materials testing capabilities, having supported 
national projects like the C919 airliner. Xizi Aviation, Zhejiang's aviation manufacturing 

leader, demands top-tier part quality while advancing high-precision production.

The collaboration amplifies Zhejiang's aerospace industry ecosystem, streamlining issue resolution in production via direct testing-
manufacturing links to boost chain reliability and competitiveness. It will fuse service demands with manufacturing needs, fostering 
new productive forces in transportation and delivering robust professional support. This alliance reflects upstream-downstream trends in 
aerospace, elevating "Made in Zhejiang" standards and reputation while fueling regional advanced manufacturing growth.

and wind turbine components manufacturing and sales. Additional services encompass metal surface treatment, heat treatment, 
electroplating, spray coating, dies manufacturing, as well as R&D for automotive parts and metal products.

This move signals the group's deeper commitment to China's manufacturing sector, leveraging Yangjiang's industrial strengths. It is 
expected to enhance fastener product quality and supply efficiency for automotive, railway, high-speed rail, and renewable energy sectors.
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Böllhoff's New Guangzhou Sales Office 
Strengthens Deployment in Southern China
Böllhoff廣州新銷售辦公室強化中國南部布局

Germany's fastener giant Böllhoff continues to deepen its presence in 
the Chinese market, achieving significant results since entering in 1999. 
The company officially opened a new sales office in Guangzhou on 
October 21, 2025, further expanding its footprint in South China and 
enhancing regional service capabilities.

As early as 2004, Böllhoff established its first production base in 
Asia in Wuxi, integrating sales, manufacturing, and logistics, with over 
330 employees today. Previously, this was the company's sole major hub 
in China. The new Guangzhou office spans about 610 square meters, 
featuring a sales area and its own warehouse, currently staffed by 8 
employees. Its location near southern client clusters enables swift and 
efficient responses to demands.

A Böllhoff spokesperson stated: "The Wuxi base has long served the 
East China region; the new Guangzhou outpost will bolster southern 
connections, more precisely meeting evolving client needs." The company 
emphasized that this move embodies its motto of "a passion for successful 
connections" and marks a key milestone in delivering long-term value. 
Moving forward, Böllhoff will keep optimizing products and services to 
support China's manufacturing upgrades.

Vossloh Secures €20M China High-Speed 
Rail Order, Reinforcing Market Leadership
Vossloh中國分公司高鐵訂單近2,000萬歐 穩固
軌道緊固領導地位

Vossloh AG's China subsidiary has won a major contract 
to supply rail fastening systems for the new Xi'an-Chengdu 
high-speed rail section, valued at nearly €20 million, with 
delivery slated for 2027. This deal further cements Vossloh's 
role as a trusted long-term partner in China's high-speed 
rail network.

Group CEO Oliver Schuster commented: "China boasts the 
world's largest and still-expanding high-speed rail network, 
setting benchmarks for the rail industry. We're proud to 
contribute as a reliable partner to sustainable transportation." 
The Xi'an-Chengdu line spans from Qinghai's capital Xi'ning 
to Sichuan's Chengdu, tackling extreme elevation changes 
and rugged terrain. Upon completion, it will integrate the two 
economic hubs and enhance logistics in challenging regions.

Vossloh has operated successfully in China for nearly 20 
years, with its Kunshan facility employing about 130 staff as a 
leading regional rail fastening provider. China's high-speed rail 
spans over 50,000 km today, projected to exceed 70,000 km by 
2055, offering vast opportunities for international suppliers.
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Ironline Metals Expands Hampton County Operations, Investing USD6.5M to 
Create 20 New Jobs
Ironline Metals擴大漢普頓郡營運 投資650萬美元創20新職

US precision steel framing manufacturer Ironline Metals announced a USD 6.5 million expansion of its 
Hampton County plant in South Carolina, set to come online in Q2 2026. The project will add 20 jobs and 
boost capacity for cold-formed steel framing, studs, metal decks, fasteners, and ties.

President Sebastian Higdon stated: "South Carolina offers a superior workforce and business climate. We're 
proud to expand, enhancing customer service and creating opportunities for local families." The news drew 
enthusiastic support from local and state leaders. Governor Henry McMaster praised: "This expansion highlights South Carolina's 
manufacturing success, bringing growth opportunities to Hampton County families." SouthernCarolina Alliance Chairman Steve 
Murdaugh added: "Ironline's deep roots here prove our region's labor and business strengths—we welcome their future growth."

Headquartered in Louisville, Kentucky, Ironline specializes in steel framing products. The expansion will strengthen the local economy 
and manufacturing sector.

Nitto Seiko's India Vulcan New Plant Launches, Boosting Cold Forging Capacity 
for Japanese Clients
日東精工的印度Vulcan新廠啟用 強化壓鑄產能穩供日系客

Nitto Seiko announced that its Indian subsidiary Vulcan 
Forge's Jhajjar plant in Haryana began production in December 
2025. Anchored by 5S systems, it strengthens customer engagement 
to optimize quality, delivery, and costs, integrating with group 
operations to enhance local manufacturing and supply stability.

Located in Reliance MET City industrial park near the capital 
region—a smart city hub drawing major Japanese firms—the facility 
produces nuts and special cold-forged parts, designed with second-
floor expansion potential for future scaling.
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Acquisitions

Finework (Hunan) New Energy 
Technology Acquires 60% Shares of 
Chengdu Xinsan Aerospace Technology
飛沃科技收購新杉太空60%股權

Finework announced on January 5 
that it has completed the acquisition 
o f  6 0 %  e q u i t y  i n  C h e n g d u 
X i nsan Aeros pace  Technolog y 
(transliteration) on December 30, 
2025. Xinsan specializes in metal 
3D pr int ing ser v ice s ,  wit h key 
products including liquid rocket 
engine components such as injectors, 
combustion chambers, nozzles, turbine 
pumps, as well as aero-engine blades 
and other precision parts. In 2025, its 
commercial aerospace revenue reached 
about 10.81 million RMB.

A m i d  m a r k e t  b u z z  a r o u n d 
commercial space trends, Finework's 
core business remains to be R&D, 
production, and sales of high-strength 
wind turbine bolts. It  is actively 
expanding into aerospace, aviation, and 
gas turbine starter and parts segments. 
Finework's commercial aerospace 
operations are still nascent, generating 
roughly 1.23 million RMB in 2025— 
just 0.05% of total revenue.

Future plans include accelerating client development for reliable Japanese supply; installing solar panels to cut power costs and 
emissions; consolidating HQ functions for optimized staffing, shorter lead times, lower logistics expenses, and rolling out group training 
to build on-site personnel cohesion.

This strategic move solidifies Nitto Seiko's Indian footprint, supporting global forging chains.
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RCF Bolt & Nut Acquires Lyndenway Fixings 
RCF Bolt & Nut收購Lyndenway Fixings

This move represents a key step in RCF's ongoing growth strategy, expanding its product range 
and enhancing its capacity to meet rising customer demand across multiple sectors. By integrating 
Lyndenway's expertise and product portfolio, RCF can now offer a broader selection of 
fasteners with improved ef f iciency and availability. Both companies share a longstanding 
commitment to quality, reliability, and exceptional customer service. The acquisition supports RCF's 
mission to invest in UK manufacturing, expand capabilities, and deliver the best possible solutions 
to customers.

RCF looks forward to the opportunities this deal brings, continuing to grow, strengthen its 
strengths, and uphold the high standards customers expect from RCF. As a key player in the UK 
fastener market, this transaction not only expands market share but also highlights the resurgence 
of domestic manufacturing, helping the company stand out in a competitive global supply chain.

Japanese Seika Corporation Acquires Coating Machine 
Maker Asahi Sunac
日本西華產業將塗裝機械製造商Asahi Sunac子公司化

Seika Corporation announced it has acquired 100% of the shares in Asahi Sanac—a manufacturer 
and seller of coating machines, die-casting machines, and precision cleaning equipment—
on December 1, 2025, making it a subsidiary. The market has expectations of performance 
contributions. The two companies previously established joint ventures in Germany and Thailand. 
This acquisition aims to leverage Seika Corporation's expertise as a comprehensive machinery 
trading firm, deepening collaboration not only in sales but also in business development. The 
acquisition price was not disclosed.
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Valley Fastener Group 
Acquires Chicago 
Fastener 
Valley Fastener Group收購
Chicago Fastener

Valley Fastener Group proudly 
announces the acquisition of Chicago 
Fastener, a strategic move that broadens 
its portfolio of companies and reinforces 
its dominant position in the fastener 
industry. For over five decades, Valley 
Fastener Group has earned its reputation 
as a reliable U.S.-based producer of 
semi-tubular and solid rivets, threaded 
c o m p o n e n t s ,  a n d  c u s t o m  c o l d -
formed specialties—all rooted in its 
renowned heritage of superior rivet 
solutions. The addition of Chicago 
Fastener enhances i t s abi l i t y to 
provide customers throughout North 
America with expanded production 
capacity, cutting-edge innovation, 
and unmatched value. This integration 
promises stronger service and growth 
opportunities as it continues to lead the 
market.

Howmet Aerospace Acquires Stanley Black & Decker's Aerospace 
Manufacturing Business for USD 1.8 Billion
Howmet Aerospace以18億美元收購Stanley Black & Decker航太製造業務

Howmet Aerospace announced it has signed a definitive agreement with Stanley Black & Decker to acquire its 
subsidiary Consolidated Aerospace Manufacturing (CAM) for approximately USD1.8 billion in cash. CAM is a global 
leader in the design and manufacture of precision fasteners, fluid fittings, and other highly engineered products for 
aerospace and defense applications. The transaction qualifies for favorable federal tax treatment, delivering significant 
tax benefits to Howmet. Howmet expects CAM's fiscal 2026 revenue to range from USD485 million to USD495 
million, with EBITDA margins exceeding 20% (excluding synergies). Including synergies and tax benefits, the 
transaction multiple is approximately 13x.

Howmet Executive Chairman and CEO John C. Plant stated: "The acquisition of CAM is an important step in 
expanding our differentiated fasteners portfolio. CAM's established brand, engineering expertise, and deep 
customer relationships perfectly complement this transaction, enabling us to serve aerospace and defense 
customers with a broader range of critical fastening solutions and create value for shareholders." The deal is 
expected to close in the first half of 
2026. This move strengthens Howmet's 
leadership position in the high-demand 
aerospace market.


