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Completes $440m Nelson Fastener
Acquisition
Stanley Black & Decker completed its $440 million cash
acquisition of Nelson Fastener Systems from Doncasters
Group. The sale does not include Nelson Automotive’s stud
welding business.
“Nelson enhances Engineered Fastening’s presence in the
general industrial end markets, (and) expands its portfolio
of highly engineered fastening solutions,” Stanley Black &
Decker stated when it announced the deal in January.
The sale is part of Doncasters’ efforts to focus on its core
specialized markets: Aerospace, Industrial Gas Turbine and
Specialty Automotive. Doncasters said the deal will enable it
to pay down some existing debt as well as provide capital to
further invest in these markets and accelerate growth.
Elyria, OH-based Nelson Fastener Systems manufactures
fasteners for the aerospace, automotive, construction, energy,
industrial, marine and military markets. The company
generates about $200 million in annual revenue.
During the final quarter of 2017, Stanley Black &
Decker’s Engineered Fastening organic revenues increased
1% “as automotive fastener penetration gains, which
enabled growth in excess of light vehicle production,
and strong volume growth in general industrial markets
more than offset the impact from lower self-piercing rivet
system shipments in automotive and lower volumes within
electronics.”

Johnson, DeSantis Lead IFI For 2018-19
Phil Johnson, CEO of Continental Midland Group, is the
2018-2019 chair of the Industrial Fasteners Institute, and
Manny DeSantis, CEO of Valley Fastener Group LLC, is
vice chair.
Managing director Ken McCreight announced the IFI has
27 new members.
In addition, the IFI will launch an online apprenticeship
training program. The program will follow the new U.S.
Department of Labor guidelines that permit the IFI to certify
the apprenticeship program in the fastener industry.
The IFI also plans to develop an outreach program for
internships at the high school level, McCreight added.
Founded in 1931, the IFI currently lists 77 manufacturing
members with 63 subsidiaries; four aerospace distribution
affiliates and 60 supplier associate members.

Weeks after U.S. President Donald Trump signed a formal order
imposing 25% tariffs on steel imports and 10% on aluminum imports, U.S.
trade representative Robert Lighthizer said several American allies would
initially be exempt from blanket steel and aluminum tariffs. The March
22 comments were made hours before the 25% tariff on steel and the 10%
duty on aluminum are scheduled to begin being enforced on March 23.
Speaking before the Senate Finance Committee, Lighthizer said the
EU, along with Argentina, Australia, Brazil and South Korea, would be
exempted. Canada and Mexico have already been excluded.
“The idea that the president has is that, based on a certain set of
criteria, some countries should be out,” Lighthizer stated. “What he has
decided to do is pause the implementation of the tariffs in respect to those
countries.”
Those American allies have been lobbying hard for a reprieve from the
tariffs, which were abruptly announced on March 3. The news “stunned
U.S. trading partners, alarmed American industry leaders and roiled stock
markets,” according to Reuters.
On Sunday March 18 the U.S. Department of Commerce released
the procedures that U.S. companies must follow to exempt specific
products from the Trump administration’s impending tariffs on steel and
aluminum. the administration of President Donald Trump has justified
the restrictions on national security grounds.
“If Mr. Trump does follow through and exempt all of those countries
from the tariffs permanently, some of the largest foreign suppliers of steel
to the United States will not be subject to them,” according to the New
York Times. “In total, the countries Mr. Lighthizer listed, together with
Canada and Mexico, account for more than half of the total volume of
steel sold to the United States in 2017.”
The expanded list of exemptions indicated the tariffs were aimed
primarily at Beijing for what Trump has called unfair trade practices.
“In particular, the president expressed concern that Chinese metals
were coming into the United States through other countries, a process
called “transshipping,” according to the Times.
“Administration officials say Chinese steel is often processed into
a new product and then routed through another country before hitting
American shores.”
Following the tariffs, Trump has announced billions of dollars in
targeted tariffs against China.
U.S. steel users have warned against the steel and aluminum tariffs.
A letter signed by the Industrial Fasteners Institute and 14 other trade
associations representing over 30,000 US steelusing manufacturers
warned that the entire U.S. steel supply chain “will be damaged by
restrictions on steel imports.”
Fastener industry veterans such as IFI chair Phil Johnson predicted
the 2018 Trump tariffs may cost the U.S. 500,000 assembly jobs. It is
estimated that for every added steel job 13 assembly jobs will be lost, he
calculated. Johnson cited wheel nuts from China and Taiwan as becoming
too competitive for U.S. manufacturers – along with other sub-assemblies
and finished goods.
“We are not gaining if we are chasing away assembly jobs,” he
reasoned.
The Trump tariffs, which include bar, rod, wire, ingot and flat
rolled steel, may result in punitive retaliation tariffs on U.S. products,
including likely targets
of liquor, bluejeans and
motorcycles.
The IFI had been
active on the tariff issue
for nearly a year when the
Department of Commerce
b ega n a 232 n a t ion a l
security investigation on
steel and aluminum.
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Receives Toyota Supplier Award
Schotte Passes TS16949 Audit &
Works Toward New ISO/IATF
Schot t e Au t omot ive Fa st e n e r s h a s now
successfully passed the TS 16949 audit and has
started the transition phase of its Integrated
Management System for the new IATF 16949 and
ISO 9001/2015. ISO 9001:2015 and IATF 16949
cover more and more space. Schotte Automotive
is on the road to performing most of the new
regulations and has already implemented many
new processes that represent new ISO and IATF
as part of its daily routines. The recertification
audit with the new ISO and IATF started at the
beginning of 2018.

Craftech Industries Receives
ISO 9001:2015 Certification
Craftech Industries, Inc., Hudson, NY, USA,
announced that it has received ISO 9001:2015
cer tif ication, which is a n upgrade f rom its
previous ISO 9001:2008 certification. Whereas
ISO 9001:2008 focused on meeting customer
expectations and delivering customer satisfaction,
ISO 9001:2015 focuses on performance while
emphasizing the adoption of risk-based thinking
and a Plan-Do-Check-Act cycle throughout the
organization.

The Metform division of MacLean-Fogg Component Solutions received a Toyota
Motor North America Inc Excellent Quality recognizing suppliers who exceeded
Toyota expectations. Metform received the award during Toyota’s 22nd annual
supplier business meeting of 850 suppliers in March 2018 in Detroit.
“MacLea n-Fogg employees have been focusing diligently on LEA N
manufacturing, innovation, and quality work,” MFCS president Dave Lomasney
said. The Toyota award to Metform “is proof that our efforts are creating tangible
results."
Metform division president Dan Cavanagh commented that the “Toyota
Production System, and its focus on problem-solving and learning, are key to
Metform's operating philosophy.”
"We are pleased
to recognize those
in our supply base
who exce e d ou r
high-perfor ma nce
targets and allow us
to build 'ever better
ve h i cl e s' f o r o u r
Nor t h A merica n
customers,” TMNA
g roup V P Rober t
Young said. “We thank them and their team members for their tremendous support,
partnership and commitment to continuous improvement and collaboration."
MacLean-Fogg Component Solutions, one of two primary businesses of
MacLean-Fogg, manufactures fastener components, engineered components
and engineered plastics for automotive, heavy truck and other diverse industries.
Core MFCS products include locknuts, decorative automotive wheel fasteners,
high temperature fasteners, Hatebur process hot forgings, cold formed products,
machined products, functional engineered plastic and suspension products. MFCS
has multiple production locations in the US and Germany and customer support
locations worldwide.
Founded in 1925 to manufacture a locknut for North America’s railroads, today
Mundelein, IL-headquartered MacLean-Fogg has 26 global manufacturing facilities
with annual sales over US$1 billion and 3,200 employees.

Optimas Solutions Expands Operations Into Japan to
Support Heavy Truck Manufacturer

Simpson Strong-Tie Screw
Anchors for Wastewater Plants
& Bridge Repair
Simpson Strong-Tie is reportedly the first
manufacturer to launch large-diameter stainlesssteel screw anchors for concrete and masonry.
Designed for severely corrosive interior or
exterior environments, the new stainless-steel
Titen HDR heavyduty screw anchors (THDSS)
deliver a new standard of performance for bridge,
marine and water treatment plant construction
and retrofit applications.

In the specialist heavy truck manufacturing OEM market, there is a requirement
for highly engineered parts with a local presence to support production, which
according to Optimas Solutions, Glenview, IL, USA, ideally matches Optimas’
strengths. The world’s second-largest heavy truck manufacturer will be producing a
new line of trucks in Japan under its sub brand that requires large volumes of highintegrity fasteners. These vehicles are required to travel huge distances and carry
large loads, so ensuring that durable components are utilized in the production
process is vital. Optimas has a track record of supplying such components to this
customer around the globe, but the expansion of the customer’s range presented
Optimas with a new challenge in the Japanese market.
Mick Zhang, Sr. Sales Engineer at Optimas Suzhou, says, “We are required to
supply the manufacturer with screws, nuts and smaller metal parts, with dimensions
staying typically standard. But the surface treatment is key. Fasteners on heavyduty trucks must withstand the weathering associated with constant road use. Until
the recent expansion, we have been supplying components from our China-based
Optimas Suzhou facilities, but this expansion in production meant we had to take
a different approach.”Optimas has therefore established a Japanese company in the
Tokyo area to provide a central hub for the customer’s component requirements.
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WASI to Add Duplex Steel Products to Its Standard Range
In response to market requirements and the needs of its customers, WASI is making every effort to
expand and adapt its product portfolio on a constant basis. For this reason, the standard range will be
supplemented with duplex steel (1.4462) products. The duplex grade includes corrosion and acid-resistant
steels. They are characterized by a balanced dual-phase microstructure of austenite and ferrite (1:1),
combining the best properties of both. Duplex steels also exhibit a high mechanical strength comparable
with higher-strength structural steels. Due to their high chromium and low nickel fractions compared
with purely austenitic steels, duplex grades exhibit good price stability for a wide range of applications.

REMFORMR Screw Shortens
Assembly Time
The REMFORMR screw, from ARNOLD
Umformtechnik GmbH & Co. KG of Germany,
shor tens assembly times a nd mi nimizes
assembly risks. In contrast to the conventional
screw fastening of plastics, direct screw
fa st e n i n g u si n g t h e R E M F OR M sc r ew
streamlines the manufacturing process. The
component can be injected with optimally
designed core holes and the plastic screw
can be immediately used for assembly, thus
eliminating time-consuming handling steps.

Acme Industrial
Promotes George
Margelos to GM
Acme Industrial
Company, Carpentersville, IL, USA, a subsidiary of Jergens, Inc., has promoted
George Margelos to General Manager. Margelos had previously been Acme’s
Plant Manager since joining the company in 1996. He is a Journeyman Tool and
Die Maker. “George is very much in tune with Acme’s customer-driven culture,”
said John Evans, who is President of Acme Industrial. “He led our push to ISO
9001 and AS9100C certification and is fully oriented to the customer service and
quality standards that guide the company. We are very pleased to have him help
lead us to even greater levels of customer satisfaction.”

Expands Its Headquarters
Spring Bolt and Nut Implements
New QMS
Spring Bolt and Nut Manufacturing has
increased its quality by implementing a new
Quality Management System (QMS). As of
March 5, 2018, this new QMS has allowed
the company to achieve both ISO9001:2015
and API (American Petroleum Institute) Q1
certifications as well as helping to become API
20E certified, which covers critical application
carbon alloy bolting for the oil and gas industry.

As the global footprint of Nedschroef-Herentals N.V. grows, so does its
headquarters. The company, a leading automotive fasteners supplier in Europe,
opened its newly expanded headquarters in Helmond, the Netherlands, to an
audience of 150 local dignitaries and representatives of the global automotive
industry. The interior of the newly revamped headquarters symbolizes the
company’s transition from a 125-year old local rivet producer to a leading
international partner in joining technologies and functional components,
embracing the opportunities of a digitalized world. The building consists of
a multipurpose campus, located at the heart of the building. This central area
is surrounded by open work spaces and modern meeting rooms to support
collaboration amongst its employees, customers and other relations.
With its new headquarters facility, Nedschroef has created a working
environment made ready for the future.

Geoffrey Budd Steps Down form
Trifast Main Board
Tr i f a s t r e p o r t s t h a t G e o f f r e y Bu d d ,
Commercial Director and European Managing
Director has stepped down from the Main Board. Budd joined the Board when
Trifast listed on the London Stock Exchange in 1994. Budd will remain with the
operational team at TR Fastenings with responsibilities for the commercial and
technical aspects of the business in the UK, Europe and Asia.

